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214 BOOK EEVIEWS 

God and the Supernatural; a Catholic Statement of the Christian 
Faith. Edited by Father Cuthbert, 0. S. F. C. New York: 
Longmans, Green and Company. Pp. ix+346. 

Six distinguished scholars of Oxford contribute the ten 
chapters of this big and well printed book. The first chapter, 
by a well known convert priest, Ronald Knox, is introductory, 
and its meaning, condensed into a few words, is that in these 
reconstruction days the world more than ever consciously needs 
an objective religious guide and that the claims of the Church 
ought to be carefully studied. Father Knox's story 1 of his own 
conversion, published a few years ago, proved how well he could 
write, and though his style is perforce loftier here because he 
deals with most grave questions it has lost none of its peculiar 
charm. Father C. C. Martindale, S. J., very generally admired 
as a biographer and publicist, supplies the background of the 
book in a chapter entitled "The Supernatural" for, of course, 
the supernatural life is the Church's big contribution to human- 
ity. Father M. C. D'Arcy, S. J., discusses "The Idea of God" 
— His existence, His nature, His relation to the world — and in 
a remarkably compact and close-knit argument shows that an 
imperfect idea of God can be obtained from reason and nature, 
but that religion alone can furnish the supernatural medium 
necessary for adequate knowledge. Christopher Dawson then 
takes up "The End and Destiny of Man," in which he shows that 
Christ is "not merely the Revealer of God; He is also the 
Restorer of the Human Race" and that the Christian life con- 
sists in the re-formation of nature and personality through the 
operation of the Divine Spirit. Mr. E. I. Watkin deals with 
"The Problem of Evil," which has proved a stumbling block 
to so many, and while he contributes no new arguments to the 
solution of this old question he does succeed in stating the terms 
of the problem and the partial explanations with admirable 
clearness and force. The scholarly Franciscan, Father Cuth- 
bert, writes of "The Person of Christ' showing Him to be The 
Light of the World and its Exemplar. It is a tract that bristles 
with difficulties which are very successfully transformed into 
opportunities. The same author writes on "The Divine Atone- 
ment." Mr. Watkin has another chapter on "The Church as 

l A Spiritual Aeneid. 
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the Mystical Body of Christ," and Father Martindale has the 
two concluding chapters, on "The Sacramental System," and 
"Life after Death." 

There are many characteristics of this volume that might be 
set down for admiration, but what impresses the reader most — 
after the obvious scholarship and adroitness of the several 
authors — is a total absence of anxiety to attain success by 
minimizing or compromise. The only purpose to be discerned 
in these pages is the anxiety to dispel darkness, to make the 
terms of faith visible and not at all to make them imponderable. 
It will never be a popular book because it appeals to mental 
aristocrats, but there must be Apostles to the Genteels as well 
as to the Gentiles, and, to say the least, this book will create 
a favorable impression. The editor has succeeded remarkably 
well in unifying a volume which is cyclopedic not only in size 
but in the variety of contributors and the vast mental, spaces 
filled by the subjects. There is an index which, though brief, 
is quite sufficient to supplement the comprehensive synopsis 
given at the head of each essay. 

John Cavanaugh, C. S. C. 



Theodore Roosevelt, The Man as I Knew Him. By Ferdinand 
Cowle Iglehart, D. D. Pp. 442. New York: The Christian 
Herald, 1919. 

Doctor Ferdinand C. Iglehart has given us in this excellent 
biography of Theodore Roosevelt a valuable work, the out- 
come of the author's personal friendship with the subject of 
his narration. This intimacy covered a period of twenty-four 
years, during which time the author was associated with Mr. 
Roosevelt, then Police Commissioner in New York, in his 
desperate fight against evil and crime in the great American 
metropolis. 

In his preface to the book, Doctor Iglehart declares that 
he was moved to undertake the task of writing this biography 
from two considerations, first, "to pay a personal tribute of 
affection," second, to "hold up this magnificent specimen of 
manhood as a model and inspiration." 

The first chapter of the work places Roosevelt side by side 



